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Women’s History Month: March 2014

Introduction

National Women's History Month's roots go back to March 8, 1857, when women from New York City factories staged a
protest over working conditions. International Women's Day was first observed in 1909, but it wasn't until 1981 that Congress
established National Women’s History Week to be commemorated the second week of March. In 1987, Congress expanded
« the week to a month. Every year since, Congress has passed a resolution for Women'’s History Month, and the

@ President has issued a proclamation. This infographic focuses on women in the civilian labor force in the

District of Columbia and how they compare to their male counterpart over the past five decades. It

‘ p also features the changing occupations of women in the District and other selected characteristics.
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348,113 workers 364,675 workers
2012

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970 decennial census and 2012 American

-
& / ‘ Community Survey 1-year estimates.
Y »

(o))
O
~N
w
N
o]
(@)
(0]
O
~N
O

7

-

D C S TATE D ATA C ENTER Government of the District of Columbia

Office of Planning
State Data Center



Women’s share of the labor force has increased since 1970. The largest
increase was between 1970 and 1980, increasing by 2.3 percentage points.

Women's
representation in
the labor force has
increased.
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DC Civilian Labor Force on Sex:

1970-2012
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 decennial census and 2012 American Community
Survey 1-year estimates.
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Closing the Salary Gap

Earning by Sex: 1980-2012

(Full-time, year-round workers) DC has the
highest female

. . median earnings
DC Median Earnings among state and state
equivalents with
$41,777!
$50,000 $45,104 $47,490
$41,777
$25,000
$13,268
50 T T
1980 1990 2000 2010 2012
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DC Women's-to-Men's Earning Ratio

89.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1980, 1990, and 2000 decennial census and 2010 and 2012 American
Community Survey 1-year estimates.
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anging Women’s Occupations
2012

Professional, technical, and kindred 106,857 Mgmt, business, science, and arts ,463
workers i ! Management, business, and financial 37,402
Teachers, elementary and secondary 30,763 Computer, engineering, and science
schools ! Edu, legal, community service, arts, & media 43,964
Managers and administrators, except
23,916 .
farm Service
Health rt
Sales Workers 30,851 ealtheare suppo
Protective service
. . Food ti d i lated
Clerical and kindred workers 232 503 ood preparation andsening relate
! Building and grounds cleaning and...
— |
. . Personal care and service
Secretaries, stenographers, and typists 110,790
T Sales and office 38,409
Sales and related
. R . Office and administrative support
Operatives, including transport 16,674
N Natural resources, const, & maint
Other blue-collar workers 8.005 L
4 Farming, fishing, and forestry | O
F K ) Construction and extraction | 221
arm workers
738 Installation, maintenance, and repair | 363
Service workers, except private y
households 62,941 Prod, transportation, & material moving [} 2,497
| Production || 981
Private household worker 20,662 Transportation || 1,267
0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000 0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 1970 Census Source: 2012 American Community Survey 1-year estimates

DC compared to the ULS. 2012

Female Householders Living Alone

U.S.

Source: 2012 American Community Survey 1-year estimates

Source: 2012 American Community Survey 1-year estimates
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